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Press Officer at Leicester Tigers 

The Client 

Leicester Tigers, a premiership Rugby Union club, is one of the 

most successful clubs in England, and numbers the World Cup 

winning captain, Martin Johnson, among its players. Press 

interest in the club is high, but with press today being all about 

electronic copy and digital photographs, communication for the 

media is sometimes a problem.  Leicester Tigers worked with 

Project Vision, to introduce a wireless network solution which 

provided journalists with a dedicated, secure and high speed 

connection to the Internet. 

 

The Challenge 

Press interest in this high profile Club is high, and the growth of 

digital communication means that copy and photographs are 

now sent electronically.  With much of the news media being 

real time and internet based, speed and currency of images and 

copy is an issue. 

 

The challenge at Leicester Tigers was that the only way for 

journalists to feed copy to their offices had been to use either 

old-fashioned phone lines, or mobile phone data connections – 

both of which could be slow and sometimes unreliable. In 

addition, when many mobile phone users are congregated 

together in one place, there is often no signal. 

 

There have been many instances of journalists and 

photographers driving down the motorway to the nearest 

service station to connect and send copy – with deadlines being 

missed on occasions. 

Leicester Tigers Provide Press with  

Wireless Network 
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Leicester Tigers is one of the 

best Premiership Rugby Clubs in 

England, and one of the best in 

Europe, having many high profile 

players including Austin Healey, 

Sam Vesty, Martin Johnson and 

Will Skinner. The Club took the 

treble in the 2000/01 season, 

and eight members of the pack 

played for England in the Rugby 

World Cup. 

 
 

 

There are 

benefits all round 

– information 

travels out much 

faster, the 

journalists are 

happy with this 

improved service. 

“ 
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Solution 

Leicester Tigers worked with network solutions 

specialist, Project Vision, to implement a 

wireless network based on 802.11 wireless LAN 

technology, coupled with an ADSL broadband 

internet link. 

 

Leicester Tigers were concerned about security 

and the issues around letting the press onto 

the Tigers network.  

 

Project Vision proposed a discrete, low cost 

but highly visible wireless service, which is 

separate from the main network and which 

does not impact on security. 

 

Wireless access points were installed into the 

press box with a dedicated internet 

connection. Any journalist with a wireless-

equipped laptop or other mobile device is able 

to use this network to upload copy or 

photographs. Connections are at high speed, 

and the system supports multiple connections 

simultaneously. The service is available free to 

the press. 
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Customer Quote: 

Sam Rossiter-Stead, Press Officer at 

Leicester Tigers commented: 

 

“Leicester Tigers is a forward looking 

club, and this service is provided free of 

charge to the Press. There are benefits 

all round – information travels out much 

faster, the journalists are happy with 

this improved service, which meets all 

their needs, and there’s the potential 

for this to be a commercial service.” 

 

 


